
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

Jesus Appears
As the Light in the Darkness

Third Sunday after Epiphany
Christian Education Sunday
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

January 22, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find these things and 
answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
The prophet Isaiah vividly described humanity as “people walking in darkness.” We 
are completely enveloped by sin and suffering and death. Worse, when we honestly 
assess the content of our minds and hearts, we find darkness there too. However, the 
prophet also foretold that within this deep darkness, a light would shine. The light 

would be so brilliant that it would be impossible to miss. As Jesus began his teaching and 
preaching ministry, that prophecy was fulfilled. 
Today Jesus continues to shine his light by preaching repentance and the good news of the 
nearing kingdom. He invites us to live a life that is illuminated by him. He calls us to walk in 
the light of love for God and for the brothers and sisters around us. Our Savior is the Light of 
the world, and so we shine his reflected light onto everyone around us.

Copyright Information
Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Service: Setting Three
Setting Three begins on page 188 of the hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 381 The People Who in Darkness Walked

10:30 – Holy Baptism of Hugh Joseph Blaskowski CW 151
After the rite, the service continue with “Glory to God in the Highest” on page 5.

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190

Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and teach with authority. Anoint 
us with the power of your Spirit that we too may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the 
brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Isaiah 8:19—9:4
A great light will dawn upon those who have been thrust into darkness.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 27C The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation

Hear my voice when I / call, LORD;
   be merciful to me and / answer me.
Do not hide your / face from me,
   do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my / helper.
Do not reject me or for- / sake me,
   God my / Savior.    Refrain
 
Though my father and mother for- / sake me,
   the LORD will re- / ceive me.
I remain confi- / dent of this:
   I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the / living.
Wait / for the LORD;
   be strong and take heart and wait / for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
   and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: David Haas. Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Second Reading 1 John 2:3–11
God’s children walk in the light of Christ, showing it in their love for God and others.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 9:2

Pastor sings:
The people walking in darkness have seen a / great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness a / light has dawned.

Refrain
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Matthew 4:12–23
As Jesus began his work of preaching and calling others to preach alongside him, the Light 
began to shine through the darkness. 
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children’s Message

Hymn of the Day 904 O Christ, Our True and Only Light
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Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Eternal Father, your Word is a lamp for our feet and a light to our path. You inspired the 
Scriptures for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that your 
servants might be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
Lead us to love your Word more and more and to receive your message with eagerness.

Work in all your people, especially in parents, the resolve and patience to teach little children 
the simple truths about the Savior who loves them. Walk with us as we take our children to 
the manger, the cross, and the empty tomb. Let them find Jesus in stories, songs, and prayers.
Move us to bring up our children in the training and instruction of the Lord.
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Provide wisdom and commitment to teachers who train our young people in Sunday Schools 
and youth Bible classes. Deepen their knowledge of your Word as they prepare and share the 
lessons they teach. Move them to model a sincere devotion to the Scriptures.
Lead us to plan for and support the Christian training of children.

We thank you for enabling our congregation to provide elementary education for the children 
of this community. We pray for the resolve to establish and maintain standards of excellence 
in all aspects of education. Move us to be generous in our offerings so that teachers may teach 
and students may learn in fitting surroundings. 
Lead us to provide Christian schools that reflect the immensity of your love.
 
Bless the schools and teachers who prepare public ministers of the gospel for service in our 
churches and around the world. Lead teachers and professors to be faithful to your Word and 
provide insights that enable them to pass on your truth to their students. Ignite the zeal of 
young men and women to be willing and eager to share the truths of Scripture with others. 
Move us to support with our prayers and gifts the schools our synod has established. 
We pray that you send workers in your harvest fields.
 
Work in us that we may find the lasting value of growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ. 
Lead us to be faithful in our personal study of the Scriptures and in participating in regular 
Bible classes. Rid us of all thoughts that Christian education ends in our youth. 
Make us life-long students of your precious Word. 

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Grant these and all other prayers that remain on our hearts for the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, who is the Light that continues to shine through the darkness of this world.
Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering Christ is the World’s Light
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Hymn 535 Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery

Stand

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 518 Christ Be My Leader
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Take Home Questions

1. Many things in our world today claim to give meaning and understanding to our lives. Yet 
mankind cannot find his way through the darkness of the world except by inquiring of 
God. Read Isaiah 8:19-22. From where does true light come (Isaiah 8:20)? Without that 
light, what is the result? In what ways do we see that result in the world around us?

2. The Gospel reading from Matthew 4:12-23 quotes part of the First Reading, Isaiah 9:1-4. In 
what ways does Jesus’ actions in the Gospel fulfill what Isaiah prophesied hundreds of 
years before? In what ways is the prophecy still partially fulfilled among us today?

3. In Matthew’s Gospel, 4:17 are the first public words of Jesus Christ. Read that verse. This 
would continue to be the heart of Jesus’ preaching throughout his ministry. What things 
are noteworthy about this message?

4. Luther’s Small Catechism on the 2nd petition says, “How does God’s kingdom come? God’s 
kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives his Holy Spirit, so that by his grace we 
believe his holy Word and lead a godly life now on earth and forever in heaven.” In what 
ways does this help us better understand Jesus’ message? In what ways does 1 John 2:3-11 
confirm what Luther wrote about God’s kingdom?
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
Q & A about Transgenderism
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Celebrating Christian Education Jan. 23 -27

Our school will be celebrating Christian Education Week with crazy dress-up days. The week 
culminates with Parents’ Night at Friday’s basketball games. Come cheer on our teams.

Quarterly Voters Meeting Jan. 23 | 6:30 PM

The Quarterly Voters’ meeting will be held on Monday, Jan. 23 at 6:30 pm. All members of the 
congregation are invited to hear our ministry at St. Paul’s. Please note that the meeting will be 
held in the cafeteria.

Mini-Youth Rally Tonight Jan. 22 | 5:50-8:30 pm

The next area WELS Youth Night will take place this evening in Kronenwetter. The youth will 
enjoy games, music, prayer, a Bible message, small group discussion, and fun with high school 
youth. Pizza will be provided!  The event is free, and teens are encouraged to invite a friend.  
While the event is held at Northland Lutheran High School, it is not just for Northland students; 
teens from all schools are invited!  

Little Lambs Before/After School Care Help Needed
We are looking to fill some paid and/or volunteer spots on our Little Lambs before and after 
school care roster. We can be very flexible and will look for a commitment of only a month 
at a time. You can commit to as little as one time slot a week. These are the days and hours 
that help is needed: Monday-Friday 7:00-8:30 am; Monday & Thursday 3:15-4:30 pm; and 
Tuesday & Wednesday 3:15-4:15 pm.

Morning duties include welcoming families, supervising the art table and other activities, 
reading books, puzzles, clean-up, and helping children pack up to go to their classrooms. 
Afternoon duties are very similar, but may also include supervising gym or outdoor play.  You 
will be partnered with another staff member, so you will not be on your own. 

Please let Carole Melso or Kellie Jensen know if you can be a part of our caring team. Contact us 
for more information on the monthly commitment and paid hours. littlelambs@stpaulswr.org  
or 715-421-3634 ext. 1119. We would appreciate your help!
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Volunteers Needed for Teachers’ Conference Feb. 15-17

St. Paul’s is hosting the Western Wisconsin District Teachers Conference on February 16-17.  
Approximately 250 teachers will be in attendance. We are in need of volunteers for set up on 
Wednesday and take down on Friday.   Sign up at the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center 
or email John Melso at principal@stpaulswr.org.  The days and times we need help are as follows: 
Set Up on Wednesday, Feb. 15 at 9:00 am until finished.  Work includes setting up tables and 
chairs, cleaning hallways, putting up signage, decorating and covering tables. Take Down on 
Friday, Feb. 17 at 2:00 pm until finished.  Work includes taking down tables and chairs, emptying 
trash containers, and cleaning floors.  

Help St. Paul’s or NLHS Win Free Shipping on Scrip
Every scrip order you place between now and January 31 will earn our school (either St. Paul’s or 
NLHS) an entry into a drawing for free shipping on scrip orders for the remainder of 2023. The 
value of the prize is up to $737, which can then be up to use by our school. Physical cards, ecards, 
and reloads all considered qualifying orders, so shop often!

Northland Lutheran Students Are Requesting Your Help
We usually need drivers for two vans to transport our students to Northland Lutheran High 
School, but often scramble to find those two drivers.  We are asking you, on occasion, to consider 
driving a van from St. Paul’s to Northland.  You only need a good driving record and to pass a 
physical (which Northland will pay for).  You can drive mornings and/or evenings as often or as 
little as fits your schedule. Please call Principal Ryan Wiechmann at 715-297-4427 if you can serve 
the Lord in this way. Thank you!

Upload Your Photo
We are putting together an online church directory, and your photo is needed. Go to 
InstantChurchDirectory.com, click on Member Sign In, and create a login. The website will only 
allow access to people whose email addresses are listed in the information we submitted, so if you 
are having difficulty please contact the office. If you do not have email, you can submit a physical 
photo to the office, and we will upload it for you. See more details in the monthly newsletter.  

Special Prayers This Week:
 Baptism of Hugh Joseph Blaskowski 
 For Ernie, a friend of Tom Blaes & Melissa Brock, who is having four heart bypasses. 
 For the sanctity of human life
 For our voters’ meeting 
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Calendar January 22-29

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 
5:30 PM WELS Youth Night at NLHS

Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice in the balcony
6:30 PM Voters’ Meeting in cafeteria

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
5:30 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym

 
Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service

6:30 PM Bible Book Group

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

Friday 5:30 PM Home School Basketball Games/Parents’ Night

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  227
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 515,174
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 405,796

Mortgage Balance $1,056,309

CELEBRATING

January 23-27



16

 

 

www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


